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ADDRESSING SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE DURING THE 
PGCE YEAR

Subject knowledge development – ITT should address core 
content knowledge in teaching subjects with appropriate rigour, 
including the definition and scope of the subject, why it matters 
and the concepts that underpin it (at both primary and secondary 
level). 

Subject-specific pedagogy – ITT should address subject-
specific issues such as: phases of progression within the 
subject; common misconceptions in the subject; linkages 
between subjects; and, most importantly, how to make it 
accessible and meaningful to learners at different abilities 
and stages of development. 

Carter Review of Initial teacher training (2015, p.23 
para.2.3.3) 

National Curriculum

Languages Programmes of 
Study: KS2 (2013)

The White Paper – Primary 
Language Policy in England –
The Way Forward (2019)

The Language Trends Survey 
2020

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239042/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239042/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf
https://www.ripl.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/RIPL-White-Paper-Primary-Languages-Policy-in-England.pdf
https://www.britishcouncil.org/research-policy-insight/research-reports/language-trends-2020


ADDRESSING SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE DURING THE 
PGCE YEAR

The rationale, for cultivating 
engagement with research through 
the module, drawing on the most 
recent work of Mills, M., Mockler, N., 
Stacey, M., & Taylor, B. (2021). 

Sachs (2016) … that a mature teaching 
profession is a research literate one 
actively engaged in the production of 
research.



TEACHER ACTION RESEARCH & SELF-STUDY

Stenhouse (1975):

teachers as practitioner researchers 
where teaching, learning and 

curriculum interact to improve teaching 
& learning

Or

Loughran (2002):

Self-study , an inquiry which allows 
student-teachers to study their practice 
and to identify issues in order to improve 

practice 



STUDY FURTHER AFIELD CONFIRMING…

A study sponsored by the Australian 
Teacher Education Association (ATEA), 
the Australian Association for Research in 
Education (AARE) and the Australian 
Council of Deans of Education (ACDE) to 
investigate the barriers and enablers in 
moving towards a research rich teaching 
profession 

‘enabling conditions’ that can facilitate 
the growth and development of such a 
teaching profession.’

Central position of the paper:

‘recognition that the classroom-based 
work of teachers and opportunities to 
engage in research are interlinked.’



ESSENTIAL READING FOR DAY 1

https://ripl.uk/




Expectation is that they will seek & negotiate 

opportunities to teach the target language of 

their placement school as soon as their first 
placement begins.



TOOLS FOR SPECIALISTS

Overview of the Module Support through 
Resources
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LEARNING LANGUAGE WHILE LEARNING 
ACROSS THE RANGE OF PRIMARY SUBJECTS

 Prof Do Coyle in her closing address 
to the excellent ALL Language 
World 2021 Conference made a 
passionate plea for language 
teachers in all phases of our 
education system :

To not ‘equate cognitive level with 
linguistic level’.
Oliver Meyer, Do Coyle, Ana Halbach, Kevin Schuck & Teresa Ting 

(2015) A pluriliteracies approach to content and language integrated 
learning – mapping learner progressions in knowledge construction 

and meaning-making, Language, Culture and Curriculum, 28:1, 41-57.



CROSS-CURRICULAR , CLIL, INTEGRATED LANGUAGE LEARNING 
FOR PUPILS 

French –Geography lesson with 

Year 2 St. Jérôme Bilingual School

Deputy-head –Nadine Chadier 

(2019)

“The world beyond the classroom is 
cross-curricular.”

Barnes, J. (2015) –An Introduction to Cross-

Curricular Learning –in The Primary Curriculum –
A Creative Approach

The Primary Curriculum may be overcrowded  
but engaging students with possibilities is 

motivating & support the gradual but steady 
growth in confidence to tap into their passion 

for languages and the world.



 deepen understanding of the field of Primary Languages (PL) and its 

role in the education of young children;

 examine critically the principles underpinning the PL curriculum for 

primary children, explore factors that have influenced its 

development and consider future directions;

 increase awareness of current research in the PL education, policy 

initiatives and developments in practice;

 develop methods of research and evaluation and consider how they 

can be used to support continuing professional development;

 contribute towards improving expertise in teaching and learning 

activities across Key Stage 2

 analyse, in the context of a school project, the range of opportunities 

for learning in and outside the classroom and to examine critically 

what is meant by effective learning.

AIMS of the Module

Aims of the Module

 On-line Specialism Journal

https://reflect.ucl.ac.uk/pgce-primary-specialism-1920-teacher-enquiries/french-primary-foreign-languages/


TOOLS FOR NON-SPECIALISTS AND NQTS

KS2 Framework for Languages - broad 
in its vison & inclusive

 Giving student teachers the 
confidence to teach FL

 No assumption of proficiency in the 
target language

Paula Ambrossi

Module lead for the 

Foundation Module at 

UCL IOE

…It should also provide opportunities for 

them to communicate for practical 

purposes, learn new ways of thinking and 

read great literature in the original  

language. 
Language teaching should provide the 

foundation for learning further 

languages, equipping pupils to study 

and work in other countries.

Languages Programmes of Study: KS2 (2013)



MFL 1 –Introduction to Primary Languages: 
Motivate to learn and teach 3 x 2 hour session of FL

for

PGCE Year
MFL 2: Learn to teach reading in the target 

language: Decoding Spanish – How to make 

learners of languages independent

MFL 3 Learn to look at English Grammar through 

Foreign languages: A missing link you and 

learners can benefit from





Intercultural attitudes

Savoir être

Curiosity and openness, 

readiness to suspend 
disbelief about other 

cultures and belief about 

one’s own.
The art 

of being

MICHAEL BYRAM, PETER DOYÉ (2005)



NEW CAREER FRAMEWORK & RESILIENCE IN PRIMARY 

LANGUAGE TEACHING & LEARNING

➢ CPD using research

➢ Ability to critically looking at own practice

➢ Learning to focus on learners & their development

➢ Learning to become expert in own classroom

➢ Developing others on the ground through good 

practice and sharing

➢ Working with researchers in the field of Primary 

Languages
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