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Company Overview

The leader in home life safety, promoting best practice, engaging with our 
communities and delivering safer homes



Standards



British Standards - Fire– BS 5839

BS 5839-1:2017 - Code of practice for design, installation, 
commissioning and maintenance of systems in non-domestic 
premises

BS 5839-6:2019 - Code of practice for the design, 
installation, commissioning and maintenance of fire detection 
and fire alarm systems in domestic premises

BS 5839-8:2013 - Code of practice for the design, 
installation, commissioning and maintenance of voice alarm 
systems

BS 5839-9:2011 - Code of practice for the design, 
installation, commissioning and maintenance of emergency voice 
communication systems



British Standards – Fire - BS 5839-6

Originally written in 1995

Emphasis on Fire Risk Assessment

New edition was published in 2019

BS 9991:2015 references BS 5839-6 while providing guidance 
on fire safety in the design, management and use of residential 

buildings 

Building Regulations reference standard

Applicable to whole of UK

Covers new and existing premises



British Standards - CO – BS EN 50292

BS EN 50292:2013
Guidance on selection, installation, use and maintenance
Site in every room containing a fuel burning appliance.
Site in additional rooms where occupant(s) spend most of their 
time
Locate in a room containing a flueless/open flued appliance

Caravans and Boats
Caravans and boats have additional risks due to the airvents
nearby presence of other vehicles, engines, generators & BBQ’s
Caravans and boats should be fitted following the same guidance 
as before



Regulations



Building Regulations - UK

Applicable to new and materially altered premises



Building Regulations - Fire – England / Wales

Approved Document:
Part A - Structure
Part B - Fire Safety
Part C - Site preparation and resistance to contaminates

and moisture
Part D - Toxic Substances
Part E - Resistance to the passage of sound
Part F - Ventilation
Part G - Sanitation, hot water safety and water efficiency
Part H - Drainage and Waste Disposal
Part J - Combustion appliances and fuel storage systems
Part K - Protection from falling, collision and impact
Part L - Conservation of fuel and power
Part M - Access to and use of buildings
Part N - Glazing Safety (withdrawn)
Part P - Electrical Safety
Part Q – Security
Part R - Physical infrastructure for high speed electronic

communications networks



Building Regulations - Fire – England / Wales

Approved Document:

Part B - Fire Safety

Part J - Combustion appliances and fuel storage systems

Part P - Electrical Safety

Part B - Fire Safety
Approved Document B states Installation to 
BS 5839-6:2019 (Grade D2, Category LD2)

Minimum – Grade D2, Category LD3
Smoke alarms in hallways and landings
Heat alarm in kitchen if not separated 
from escape route by a door
Interconnect all the alarms together 
either by hard- wire or by a radio signal.



Building Regulations – Scotland & Northern Ireland

Scotland
Technical Handbook (2019) 
– Domestic

Northern
Ireland
Technical Booklet E 
(2012) - Fire Safety

Installation to BS 5839-6:2019 (Grade D,   Category LD2)
Smoke alarms in hallways and landings
Smoke alarm in principal habitable room(s)
Heat alarm in kitchen
Optical and Multi-Sensor alarms recommended
Ceiling mount only
All alarms in the property should be interlinked so that if one alarm sounds they all do. This 
can be achieved by hard-wiring or by the use of RadioLINK interconnection

Installation to BS 5839-6:2019 (Grade D,   
Category LD2)

Smoke alarms in hallways and landings
Smoke alarm in principal habitable room(s)
Heat alarm in kitchen
Interconnect all the alarms together



Building Regulations – England / Wales

Approved Document:
Part A - Structure
Part B - Fire Safety
Part C - Site preparation and resistance to contaminates

and moisture
Part D - Toxic Substances
Part E - Resistance to the passage of sound
Part F - Ventilation
Part G - Sanitation, hot water safety and water efficiency
Part H - Drainage and Waste Disposal
Part J - Combustion appliances and fuel storage systems
Part K - Protection from falling, collision and impact
Part L - Conservation of fuel and power
Part M - Access to and use of buildings
Part N - Glazing Safety (withdrawn)
Part P - Electrical Safety
Part Q – Security
Part R - Physical infrastructure for high speed electronic

communications networks



Building Regulations – England / Wales

Approved Document:

Part B - Fire Safety

Part J - Combustion appliances and fuel storage systems

Part P - Electrical Safety

Part J - Combustion appliances and fuel 
storage systems
Requires the installation of a CO alarm when 
any new or replacement solid-fuel appliance is 
installed (up to 50kW)

Alarm must comply with 
BS EN 50291

Battery powered – for the entire life of the 
alarm, or…
Mains powered, Type A – not plug-in
Be located in the same room as the 
appliance
1-3m horizontally from the appliance 
Installation to BS EN 50292 
recommendations



Building Regulations – Scotland & Northern Ireland

Scotland
Technical Handbook 
(2017) – Domestic

Northern Ireland
Technical Booklet L – Combustion 
appliances and fuel storage systems

Scotland - Technical Handbook (2017) – Domestic
Requires the installation of a CO alarm when any new or replacement fuel burning 
appliance is installed (except cookers)

Alarm must comply with BS EN 50291
Battery powered – for the entire life of the alarm, or mains powered, Type A
Install in room where appliance is located or if a boiler room, just outside
Flues in voids – install CO alarms in all rooms that flue passes through
Installation to BS EN 50292 recommendations

Northern Ireland - Technical Booklet L
Requires the installation of a CO alarm when any new or 
replacement fuel burning appliance is installed (except cookers)

Alarm must comply with BS EN 50291
Battery powered – for the entire life of the alarm, or mains 
powered, Type A
Sensor failure & End Of Life (EOL) warning required
Install in room where appliance is located or if a boiler room, just 
outside
Installation to BS EN 50292 recommendations



Legislation



Private rented legislation – England 

Smoke and Carbon Monoxide alarm England regulations 2015 
(Private Rented)

Working smoke alarms are required to be installed on every level of 
the property 

A working carbon monoxide alarm should be installed in any room 
with a solid fuel-burning appliance



Housing Act –

Housing Act 2004
Registered Social Landlords fall under the Housing Act 2004(18) which specifies in part 
2 and part 3 that licensed HMOs and registered social housing landlords must as part 
of the conditions of their license ensure that smoke alarms are installed within their 
housing stock.



Scottish Legislation –

New legislation in Scotland
Legislation extends the existing high standard of protection from smoke and fire 
currently required in private rented housing - to all homes

Alarm requirements
All homes should have:

One smoke alarm installed in the room most frequently used for general daytime 
living purposes
One smoke alarm in every circulation space on each storey, such as hallways and 
landings
One heat alarm installed in every kitchen
All alarms should be ceiling mounted
All alarms should be interlinked
Carbon monoxide detectors to be fitted where there is a carbon-fuelled appliance or 
a flue

Alarm types: battery or mains-wired
Sealed long-life battery alarms or mains-wired alarms



Private renting
The new standards are an extension to the existing standards for privately 
rented properties
Private landlords should already be complying

Social housing
The new standards will be added to the standards social landlords have to 
meet under the Scottish Social Housing Standard
Monitored by the Scottish Housing Regulator

Compliance
Compliance will also form part of any Home Report and is a requirement by 
home insurance companies
Because this will be a minimum standard for safe houses, local authorities will 
be able to use their statutory powers to require owners to carry out work on 
substandard housing

Timeline
Regulations come into force February 2022

Scottish Legislation –



The Future…

Consultation on extending private rented legislation in England to 
include social rented

Consultation to change private rented legislation to include all fuel 
burning appliances.

Consultation on amending Approved Document J to include all fuel 
burning appliances

Activity within NFCC Home Safety Committee to push for greater 
legislation throughout UK making requirements consistent 



The leader in home life safety, promoting best practice, engaging with our 
communities and delivering safer homes


