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Lorna Stimpson LABC Chief Executive

• 30 year career in public service building control 
• Member of the working groups established as part of Dame Judith Hackitt’s 

Review of Building Regulations and Fire Safety
• Member of the Joint Regulators Group – expert group advising Government on the 

implementation of Building a Safer Future 
• Member of the Building Regulations Advisory Committee (BRAC)
• Member of MHCLGs Overarching Competency Framework Advisory Group and the 

BSI Built Environment Competence Standards (BECS) Strategy Group
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LABC

LABC – supporting public service building control
• A not for profit membership organisation
• Bringing together 320 LA teams (England & Wales), every Local Authority is a 

member of LABC
• 3,800 Building Control Surveyors 
• Providing national guidance and consistency, technical training, education, 

competency assessments, performance standards appraisals & policy guidance
• The industry voice for Public Service Building Control
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Where are we now?
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• Independent Review of Building Regulations and Fire Safety 
published May 2019

• Draft Building Safety Bill published 20th July 2020

• Pre-legislative scrutiny of the draft Building Safety Bill call for 
evidence concluded 14th October 2020.



Next Steps
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• MHCLG response to Pre-legislative committee

• Place the Bill before the House May 2021? 

• 2022 – Royal Assent

• On-going drafting of Secondary Legislation



The new legislation will impact ALL construction

• The draft Bill and proposed secondary legislation isn’t just about tall 
residential buildings / HRBs

• The BSR has a wider role in providing stronger oversight of safety and the 
performance of all buildings.

• Stronger sanctions including Stop Notices and Compliance Notices for all 
work under proposed revisions to the Building Act

• Proposed significant and overdue amendments to the Building Act 1984
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The Focus on Building Control



The Multi Disciplinary Team

Local Authorities and Fire and Rescue Services will be required 
to provide support to the Building Safety Regulator

Clause 13 - provision of assistance to regulator, in extremis the 
regulator may direct a relevant authority to do so.
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The Multi Disciplinary Team

The Building Safety Regulator will create a Multi Disciplinary 
Team
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The Multi Disciplinary Team

• Clause 14 - The relevant authority must ensure that any of its staff 
involved in providing assistance to the regulator have the appropriate 
skills, knowledge, experience and behaviours.
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The Focus on Building Control

Operational performance of Building Control Teams

• Set & monitored by the Building Safety Regulator

• Code of conduct, financial penalties, suspension & ‘special measures’ 
type sanctions.
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The Focus on Building Control

Registration of the Building Control Profession

• Registered Building Inspectors – essentially a licence to practice

• Likely to be registration at various ‘levels’ of building control:
• Domestic
• New Build Residential
• Complex or HRB Buildings etc
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Preparing Local Authority Building Control

Radical and systemic change
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Preparing Local Authority Building Control

LABC Quality Management System

• Draft BSB pre-leg scrutiny committee recommended all LABC 
teams have UKAS 9001 accreditation

• Currently ISO9001:2015 QMS in place in all apart from 29 local 
authorities in England and Wales.

• 3 tier audit system: internal, LABC central and Alcumus ISOQAR
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Preparing Local Authority Building Control

LABC Qualifications
• Award-winning range of OFQUAL accredited learning and qualifications 

for building control professionals.
• Level 3, 4 & 5 accredited by CIOB
• Levy funded level 6 Honours Degree in Building Control surveying, in 

association with the University of Wolverhampton and accredited by 
CIOB, CABE and RICS.  

• Masters degree to start in Sept 2022
• Entry from other disciplines 
• Learning pathways for mid-career surveyors.  
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Preparing Local Authority Building Control

Validation of Competence – ISO:17024

• Dame Judith Hackitt recommended proof of competence. 
• Qualifications don't equal competence
• With IFE developed a competency validation assessment for Building 

Regulation Fire Safety in Higher Risk Buildings.  
• Impartiality Committee provides independent scrutiny.
• To date accredited 550 surveyors. 
• To be extended by autumn to cover all levels of building control 

professionals – Domestic; New Build Residential; Non-Residential; Public 
Safety at Large Events & Regulatory Enforcement 
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What are you doing to Prepare?

Competence and culture are industry wide issues

Qualifications do not equal competence

The whole industry needs to look in the mirror

Will we like what we see?
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