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Revising waste minimisation strategies to
promote resource efficiency

Libby Peake
Head of resource policy, Green Alliance



The Circular Economy Task Force
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Why reduce waste? Resource use causes:

50% of climate emissions 90% of biodiversity loss




“Our goal is to move to a more
circular economy which keeps
resources in use for longer.”

Michael Gove in England’s
resources and waste strategy




But piecemeal solutions won’t add up

Circular

economy
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We already have all the solutions




We need a clear vision and plan for:

incentives 1 business models

!_ products g logistics
M

BEFf infrastructure

§ behaviours



Barriers exist throughout lifecycles...

v

Sustainable sourcing

Low impact materials
and processing

Sourcing

«

Optimised resource use

Long lasting, repairable
or reusable products

3

End of life

Inadequate
infrastructure

Misused collection
systems

Security concerns

Lack of markets for
resulting materials
and products

Sustainable use

Ingrained
behaviour

Wrong incentives
Poor information

Prolonged product use

Poor repair information
Lack of repair businesses
Unaffordable services

So well made products go to waste




eg for e-waste from
households

In partnership with:

RESOURCE
RECOVERY
FROM WASTE

Business as usual

Circular
economy

Existing
recycling
infrastructure
0.68 Mt

Linear Residual waste
economy treatment
0.16 Mt

High recycling Transformation

Existing
recycling
infrastructure
0.68 Mt

Residual waste
treatment
Residual waste 0.07 Mt
treatment
0.14 Mt




...or fiscal incentives

Current VAT rules encourage the destruction of buildings and work against repair

Avoiding demolition is better for the climate: the biggest share of a
building’s emissions comes from construction®

Residential block Office building

R ER WN EEE
"o S
- SREau

Operational emlsslons

Embodled emissions from malntenance

7 B Embodied emissions from construction

Warehouse

24%

“Currently products are difficult
to get repaired”

[0 Agree
B neutral
B pisagree



For carbon, there is a clear vision and plan

T
QL
()]
e
5]

b
O
S
47}

N

]
QD

P
(8}

ol

e

O
=
4]
7y

[
@
(o))

©
=

0
=
O

0
P
48]
(&)
o

=t
7
>
)
=

il

rn
ye]
Q
7))
c

o
v

e
=

Ll

-

1
@
e,
=

=

bk

o SO o SO - B R~ Y - T T =
o 0 9 0 9O o O O
® N O N ¥ M N -

320D - SUOISSIW [enuuy

£osoz
[ 8%0C
" 9t0¢
[ ¥10T
[ Zv0C
[ 0v0T
[ 8€0C
[ 9£0C
[ ¥€0T
[ ze0T
[ 0£0C
[ 8207
[ 920C
[ #20T
[ zeoT
[ 020T
[ 810C
[9l0T
10T
[ Z10T
[ 0l0T
[ 800C
[ 900C
C ¥00¢
[ 2002
[ 000C
[ 8661
[ 9661
[ 661
[ 2661
[ 0661

o

Source: CCC, 2020, Reducing UK emissions: progress report to Parliament



We should be doing the same for resources
1. An ambitious target for cutting resource use
2. Plans for specific sectors and materials

3. Binding interim goals
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