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Why reduce waste? Resource use causes:

50% of climate emissions 90% of biodiversity loss



And government has promised to address it

“Our goal is to move to a more 
circular economy which keeps 
resources in use for longer.”

Michael Gove in England’s 
resources and waste strategy



But piecemeal solutions won’t add up



We already have all the solutions



We need a clear vision and plan for:

incentives

products

behaviours

business models

logistics

infrastructure



Barriers exist throughout lifecycles…
So well made products go to waste



…and we haven’t got the right infrastructure…

eg for e-waste from 
households

In partnership with:



…or fiscal incentives
Current VAT rules encourage the destruction of buildings and work against repair



For carbon, there is a clear vision and plan 

Source: CCC, 2020, Reducing UK emissions: progress report to Parliament



We should be doing the same for resources

1. An ambitious target for cutting resource use

2. Plans for specific sectors and materials

3. Binding interim goals



Thank you 


