
Who are Gypsies and 
Travellers? 



Travellers is a 

Government Umbrella 

Term.

It incudes 

Ethnic “Travellers”

Lifestyle Travellers

And 

Economic Travellers



Ethnic 
“Travellers”

• Romany Gypsy 

• Travellers of Irish 
Heritage 

• Scottish Gypsy 
Travellers 

• Recognised as 3 
separate and distinct 
Ethnic Groups.



Lifestyle 
Travellers 

• New Travellers (formally New Age Travellers)

• Bargees

• Usually members of wider society who have 
adopted an alternative life style



Economic 
Travellers

• Travelling Show 
People (Fairground)

• Circus People 

• Travel directly linked 
to work

• Members of an 
association linked to 
said work 



•Roma do not come under 
this banner 

•Traveller does come under 
the banner Roma within 
EU 

•Roma is the largest Ethnic 
Group in Europe



Gypsy and Traveller 
Communities 

• Estimated 300,000 GT in England

• 20% of this number are officially 
homeless 

• Over 50% live in “Bricks and Mortar” 
accommodation 

• Rest live on official sites either Private 
or Social Housing 



Specific 
Health 
Needs 

• One of the most widely researched 
groups 

• Poor health in general

• 1 in 5 GT mothers will experience 
the death of a child under 3 
compared to general population 
being 1 in 20. 

• Pavee Point found that 1 in 4 
Traveller men had attempted 
suicide.

• Higher than average chest 
infections and cardiovascular 
problems .

• Research carried out in 2004 found 
an average life expectancy of 50, 
the average for that time was 68.



Causes -
Specific 
Health 
Needs 

• Environmental factors

• Genetics

• Misinformation

• Lack of access

• Close community



Barriers to 
Health Care

• Fear

• Admitting an issue

• Cultural taboos

• Fatalistic attitudes ?

• Miscommunication

Community



Barriers to 
Health Care

Organisation

• Reception staff

• Lack of understanding

• Lack of time 

• Expectation

• Seeing “White British”

• Problems not people

• Seeing a community

• Hard to Reach?



Solutions

• Get Cultural Competency Training rolled 
out across organisations and 
departments

• Include GT in policies at every stage not 
just as an add on document

• Recognise as ethnic groups 

• See individuals

• Don’t make assumptions

• Look at staff make up 
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