Department of CYP Oncology and Haematology

Children’s Hospital for Wales

Individual record of competence in the use of Patient Group
Directive (PGD) for administration of Piperacillin/Tazobactam
(Tazocin®) to patients with febrile neutropenia

Note that Pipercillin with Tazobactam is called Tazocin® in this document

Statement of competence:

Successful completion of this assessment document demonstrates that you have the
appropriate knowledge and skills to work under this PGD.

It should be completed with the guidance of competent staff and kept by you for future
reference.

Competence sign-off will be completed by the practice educator or team leader where
necessary.

I confirm that | have been assessed in the use of the PGD and feel competent to work
under its direction.

Nurse’s Name Signature/Date

I confirm that the nurse named above has demonstrated competence in the use of the PGD
for febrile neutropenia at the time of the assessment.

Assessor’s Name Signature/Date




To use the Febrile Neutropenia PGD you must:

Have been assessed as competent to administer intravenous medication

Have been assessed on Rainbow Ward as competent in the use and management
of central venous access devices

Have been assessed on Rainbow Ward as competent to take blood culture
specimens

Have completed PLS or anaphylaxis training or other training in care of the unwell
child e.g. Foundation in Caring for Acutely Ill Child module

Demonstrate correct use of the PGD in practice, working with your
mentor/assessor

Be able to identify which patients meet the inclusion criteria for the PGD

Be able to provide ongoing care to the patient following administration of
Tazocin® under the PGD

Correctly complete the PGD care pathway document

Be able to identify patients who are excluded from the PGD and how to manage
them safely

Be authorised to use the PGD by name on the PGD Register by Ward Manager or
Practice Educator

Questions

1.

Explain the term febrile neutropenia.

2. Explain why febrile neutropenia must be treated as a medical emergency.



3. List the signs and symptoms of sepsis.

4. Identify which patients are:

a) Eligible to be included in the febrile neutropenia PGD?

b) NOT eligible to be included in the PGD?

5. List 5 of the criteria in the OGD that requires a patient to have urgent medical review
within 30 minutes

6. State whether FBC result is required to confirm neutropenia before using PGD.

7. Within what time scale should Tazocin® be administered to a patient under the PGD?



8. Identify the patients who are eligible for the PGD but must not be given Tazocin®.

9. List the important and severe side effects of Tazocin® and state where this
information can be found.

10. List the Important and severe side effects of Meropenem.

11. Within what time scale should a doctor see a patient who has received their first dose
of antibiotic under the PGD?

12. State how you would monitor the patient after giving the first dose of antibiotic under
the PGD

13. State your actions in the event of an allergic reaction

With thanks to Bethan Ingram and Andrew Didcott who have allowed me to use their Competence
Assessment Tool as a template for this document.
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