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8 key issues and tensions from an academic 
perspective  

1. BNG is part of a wider ecosystem within which environment planning sits (Scott et al 2020).  

2. Regulation alone is NOT a silver bullet; needs effective guidance,  incentives and enforcement 
avoiding regulatory capture (Scott et al 2014). 

3. BNG in the mitigation hierarchy (avoid/minimize/restore & offset).(Arlidge et al 2018) 

4. Achieving increased biodiversity conservation with ongoing infrastructure expansion (300,000 
new houses every year) Ermgassen et al 2021

5. Offsite versus on-site versus environment &social justice BNG (Bateman and Zonnerfield

6. Trade offs between different ecosystem services impact on biodiversity  (net gain vs BNG tools) 
Cordingley et al 2015 (Habitat fragmentation)

7. Major governance gaps risk jeopardizing positive outcomes of BNG; lack of enforceability  
(Ermgassen et al 2021) 

8. Better incorporation of local community values into BNG processes and outcomes (Jones et al 
2019)  

https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/project-page.php?understanding-our-growing-environmental-vocabulary-in-england
http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=DYBPt9wHeYA%3d&tabid=82
http://www.csbi.org.uk/our-work/mitigation-hierarchy-guide/
https://academic.oup.com/bioscience/article/68/5/336/4966810
https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/conl.12820
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiq_N-BxvzzAhWLbsAKHREkA8cQFnoECAUQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fuk2070.org.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F10%2FBATEMAN_ZONNEVELD_Net_Env_Gain.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0FYCZfLENzDX61sOw9Fa8a
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0130004
https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/conl.12820
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S259033221930079X




Raising the standard 

• There is a British Standard on 
biodiversity net gain and 
development projects: BS 
8683:2021 Process for 
designing and 
implementing Biodiversity 
Net Gain.

• The standard provides a 
framework to demonstrate 
that a project has followed a 
process based on UK-wide 
good practices

https://shop.bsigroup.com/products/process-for-designing-and-implementing-biodiversity-net-gain-specification

