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Local Environmental Record Centres (LERCs)



• Independent

• Not for profit

• Hold biodiversity 
and geodiversity 
data in a defined 
geographic area

• Reflect local needs 
and resources

Local Environmental Record Centres (LERCs)



LERCS – what they do 

• Collect

• Check

• Curate

• Collate

• Collaborate

• Communicate © G Sharp Caring for Gods Acre



LERC data – quality assurance

• Data Standards

• ALERC Accreditation

• Species Data

• Habitat Data

• Sites Data

• Meta Data



LERC data adds value 

Species Rich Meadows 

national data

Species Rich Meadows 

national and local data



Effectively Engaging with LERCs



Biodiversity Evidence – Better Outcomes for Planning 

Around 18% of planning applications in London should be 
informed by a biodiversity data search.  Currently about 
1% are. 

Planning for Biodiversity: GLA 2016



Biodiversity Evidence – Better Outcomes for Planning 

GIGL Survey of LPA 
practice, challenges and 
needs

Outputs

• Training sessions 

• Resources for planners

Outcomes

• Better decisions 



The Approach in Wales



Data Service – species and biodiversity hotspots



Data Service - monitoring species
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Data Service – species modelling and prediction

© GMLRC

Great Crested Newt 
predictions in Greater 
Manchester

Red: 
known locations

Green areas: 

2+ ponds per 1km2

Yellow areas:

1 pond pe 1km2



Data Services – site databases



Data Service - monitoring ecological change

Devon Ecological Monitoring Framework



Data Service – ecosystem services
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Data Services – Local Nature Recovery Strategy

© BBOWT



Data Service – Biodiversity Net Gain 



LERCs have the ecological data to 

inform key decisions in the planning 

process

&

the knowledge and skills to collate, 

manage and help you use it.

Deb Muscat, Chair ALERC / Manager of 

Cumbria Biodiversity Data Centre


