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1. Check what’s in the local plan

• Sets the BNG requirement

• Guidance

• Numerical definition 

• Local plan context







First avoid 
biodiversity loss

Then minimise 
the loss

Before 
remediating 

damage

And finally 
offsetting 

residual impacts

2. Achieve BNG through the Mitigation Hierarchy 





3. Habitat data







4. More than a metric



5. 
Management 
plan



Do Nothing
• Amenity wet grassland mix
• -8.5% units

Do Something
• Native species rich grassland mix
• +5% units
• No extra cost



Biodiversity Net Gain & 
Wellbeing?



The impacts of major development proposals on the 
health and wellbeing of communities should be 
considered, for example through the use of Health 
Impact Assessments (HIA)

Bristol Local Plan policy DM14 states “The 
impact of development on human health and 
wellbeing is a material consideration in the 

determination of planning applications” 



2. Do No Harm



2. Do No Harm







Biodiversity Net Gain and People’s Wellbeing | CIEEM

https://cieem.net/i-am/current-projects/biodiversity-net-gain-and-peoples-wellbeing/


Biodiversity Net 
Gain?

• More or better 
habitats

• Space



Biodiversity 
Net Gain


