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Scale of the challenge: whilst pupils are catching-up, challenges remain, particularly for disadvantaged

secondary pupils

Whilst pupils are still behind, they made more progress over the

Summer term 2021 than in a ‘normal’ year

lake
evidence

However, the impact has been more significant for particular groups

Estimated mean learning loss by summer term 2021, in months, in reading (primary and

secondary schools) and mathematics (primary schools only)!
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By Summer 2021, primary pupils were around 1-2 months behind in
reading and maths. Secondary pupils appear to be more impacted and were
around 2 months behind in reading.2

On average pupils made more progress than usual over the course of the
Summer term and have caught-up some of the lost learning although they
are still behind where we would expect them to be in a normal year.2

1. Chart reproduced from Figure 2.2 in Understanding Progress in the 2020/21 Academic Year: Findings from the summer term and summary of
all previous findings ( )
2. Understanding Progress in the 2020/21 Academic Year: Findings from the summer term and summary of all previous findings ( )

3. YouGov (2020)

Primary pupils eligible for free school meals (FSM) were around an
additional 0.5 months further behind their more advantaged peers in
Summer term 2021 which is an improvement from around 1 month in Spring
term 2021.

Secondary FSM pupils were around an additional 2 months further
behind in Summer term 2021 which is worse than in Spring term 2021
when they were around 1 month further behind.2

Pupils in the north of England appear to be further behind than they otherwise
would have been when compared to pupils in the south in Summer term 2021.2

46% of reception pupils were not school ready in 2020 according to
teachers. This compares to 35% in 2019 based on a similar survey.® The
disadvantage gap in language development for 0-3 year olds has also
widened since April 2020.4

75% of colleges reported their students were between one and four
months behind in early Spring 2021. Subjects with high practical skills
content are particularly affected.®

Teacher and parents are also concerned about the progress of SEND
pupils.®

The number of children with probable mental health issues also
rose from1in 9in 2017 to 1 in 6 in 2020.7

4. University of Oxford (2020)

5. Association of Colleges (2021)
6. Ofsted, (2020); Disabled Children’s Partnership, (2021)

7. NHS, (2021)


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1029841/Understanding_progress_in_the_2020-21_academic_year_Report_4_October2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1029841/Understanding_progress_in_the_2020-21_academic_year_Report_4_October2021.pdf
https://kindredsquared.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Kindred2-YouGov-School-Readiness.pdf
https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2020-10-27-uk-lockdown-linked-widening-disadvantage-gap-babies-and-toddlers
https://www.aoc.co.uk/catch-up-education-recovery-plan?dm_i=26BG,7BPGK,HHTLM3,TPU8P,1
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/ofsted-covid-19-series
https://disabledchildrenspartnership.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/The-Longest-Lockdown.pdf
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/mental-health-of-children-and-young-people-in-england/2021-follow-up-to-the-2017-survey

Response: an ambitious, multi year and evidence based approach

Overarching approach

* Ambitious: A £4.9bn package across early years,
schools and 16-19 providers. Providing 100 million
hours of tutoring for 5-19-year-olds, almost £2bn in
catch up and recovery premia, 500,000 training
opportunities for teachers and early years
practitioners an extra 40 hours of tuition per year
for 16—19-year-olds, and more. This will help pupils
catch up education, get back on track with narrowing
the attainment gap and support wellbeing.

* Universal and targeted: Supporting all pupils
through universal approaches such as the catch up
premium and teacher training opportunities,
alongside a focus on those most in need through
targeted tutoring, summer schools and the recovery
premium.

* Multi-year: Providing additional funding across four
academic years, including comprehensive funding for
tutoring and teacher and practitioner quality
programmes to AY 2023/24.

* Evidence-based: focussed on the evidence of what
works to improve outcomes for children and young
people, particularly the most disadvantaged.

1. EEF (2018)
2. Hattie (2009)

High-quality opportunities, including for those who need it most

Evidence shows that pupils who receive tutoring
can make 3-5 months additional progress,
Extra helping them to catch up with their peers.!

“5 education

(oY J Lo JaIIIII-I The tutoring package available to schools from
2021/22 will provide a range of strong,
complementary tuition options.

The evidence is clear that what matters most is
the quality of teaching that a child receives.?

TS E 1Al Long-term investment in quality support, training

teaching and development for teachers and early years
practitioners throughout their careers is vital to
improving the quality of teaching and improving
children's educational outcomes.

Additional Allows schools to focus directly on the needs of
Funding their pupils.



https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition/

Progress, achievements and future policy priorities

Progress and achievements highlights: Autumn 2021

Policy priorities going forward

Around 2,800 secondary schools across England signed up to host a
summer school during summer 2021

Two thirds of eligible mainstream primary schools have so far signed
up for the Nuffield Early Language Intervention (NELI) which gives
children access to high quality early language support — reaching an
estimated 90,000 reception year children. The majority of schools
participating are those with the highest levels of disadvantage.

In its first year our National Tutoring Programme has reached 307,000
children. Over 1,000 Academic Mentors were placed in our most
disadvantaged schools, reaching more than 102,000 of the pupils most in
need of help to catch up. Over 26,000 tutors provided tuition to over
205,000 pupils in 2020/21.

Over three-quarters (77%) of eligible 16-19 providers were allocated
funds from the 16-19 Tuition Fund in AY 2020/21, giving students with low
attainment in English and maths access to high quality small group tuition.

All 151 local authorities in England are delivering the Holiday Activities
and Food programme- providing free holiday club places with enriching
activities and healthy meals for children who receive benefits-related free
school meals.

Almost 2,000 teachers in their second year of teaching and their mentors
have started high-quality professional development based on the Early
Career Framework, and all second-year teachers can now access funded
time off timetable to complete this training.

Additional funding has been made available for teachers at all stages of
their careers to access the refreshed NPQs, available from this autumn.
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eee Successful delivery of key programmes to raise pupil
attainment, in particular:

* National Tutoring Programme which includes the
school-led tutoring element introduced this AY

» Expansion of the Early Career Framework (ECF) and
National Professional Qualifications (NPQs)

« Additional funding for schools via the Recovery
Premium for the 2021/22 academic year and the
additional £1bn announced at the Spending Review for
a Recovery Premium over the next two academic years
(2022/23 and 2023/24).

Preparing for delivery of increased hours for all 16-19-
year-olds from September 2022. Funded learning will
increase by 40 hours a year from 2022/23 to 2024/25 for
those with the least time left in education — giving every 16-
19 student the equivalent of an extra hour a week.



