
In the year ending March 2021, there were around
41,000 offences involving a knife or sharp instrument in

England and Wales [1]

Increase in 
recorded levels

 of knife crime [1]
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In the year ending March 
2021 there were 224 

homicides using a sharp
instrument, including knives 
and broken bottles in the UK.

[1]

West Midlands Police
Force recorded the
highest rate of 156

offences involving a
knife per 100,000

population in
2020/21 [1]

The number of crimes
recorded by the police
decreased during the

pandemic compared with
the previous year (down

10%) [1]

Ministers have announced
that a 10-year drugs
strategy will allocate

£780m in funding for the
drug treatment system in

England.
It also includes £300m for

combating more than
2,000 county lines gangs.

[2]
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