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Department for Levelling Up,

Housing & Communities The Private Rented Sector in England
ﬁ Accounts for 19% of households in England’
g 43.5% of private renters are aged between 16 to 34 years old
@ : L
Over the last decade the number of people of retirement age living in the
PRS has increased by over a third (38%)?
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'ﬁm A third of households have dependent children.

'English Housing Survey 2020 to 2021. Figures do not total 100% due to rounding.
2Adults of retirement age is defined as households with a Household Reference Person aged 65 or over.
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Department for Levelling Up,
Housing & Communities

The Private Rented Sector in England

Private renters spend an average of 31% of their income, including
housing support, on rent

45% of Private Rented Sector households have no savings

26% of all households in the rented sector receive Housing Benefit to
help pay their rent.

There is wide regional disparity in rental prices. With London being the
most expensive3,

Private renters have lived in their current home for the least amount of
time when compared to owner occupiers and social renters

21% of homes in the sector are non-decent
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30ffice for National Statistics private rental market summary statistics in England, October 2020 to September 2021



PRS Reform Programme

We will:

Publish a White Paper shortly setting out the Government's vision
Abolish Section 21 ‘no fault’ evictions and strengthen landlords’ rights of possession

Establish an Ombudsman for private landlords to drive up standards and improve access

to justice

Introduce a Privately Rented Property Portal to ensure well targeted, effective

enforcement that drives out criminal landlords
Apply the Decent Homes Standard (DHS) to the PRS

Bring forward legislation this Parliament to implement our proposed reforms



Department for Levelling Up,

Housing & Communities Tenan Cy reform

« Section 21 allows landlords to evict tenants without providing a
reason, and without going to court - it is seen as easy and simple.

« By removing Section 21 landlords will need to provide a reason to
evict that is set out in law and be prepared to evidence this in court.

« Ends retaliatory eviction- so tenants should feel more
empowered to challenge landlords on poor standards or unfair
rent increases.

- Reform possession grounds for landlords to ensure they can
recover their property when they have a valid reason.
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Department for Levelling Up,

Housing & Communities Private landlord Ombudsman

« We will introduce a single ombudsman that covers all private
landlords, regardless of whether they have an agent, to make sure

that private tenants have the same access to redress as those in the
social sector.

e The Ombudsman will have the power to put things right including
by awarding compensation or requiring an apology.

« We are exploring wider support to landlords and tenants to
resolve disputes and sustain tenancies including mediation,
guidance and advice.




Department for Levelling Up,

Housing & Communities Pro pe rty Porta I

 Will make it easier for landlords to understand their duties and
evidence compliance.

« Tenants will be able to access information to help make informed
choices about where they choose to rent.

« Help local authorities with enforcement activity.
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Housing & Communities Applying the Decent Homes Standard to
the PRS

 In the Levelling up White Paper we announced our ambition to halve the
numbers of non-decent rented homes by 2030. We expect that all rented
homes must be free of serious hazards; repairs must be made to ensure
properties are in a reasonable condition; and have reasonably modern

facilities.
« The DHS currently only applies to the Social Rented Sector.

« All tenants should have access to a good quality and safe home.

m
5]

m
]1]1;
Jo




Department for Levelling Up,
Housing & Communities N eXt Ste pS

* Publish White Paper on reforming the Private Rented Sector (O O O
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» Bring forward legislation to implement our reforms ©
 Carry on with the engagement we have done to date.



