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Outline

• HEE’s role in educating the workforce

• HEE sepsis scoping work 

• Available educational materials
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What does HEE do?

Health Education England (HEE) exists to support the delivery of 
excellent healthcare and health improvement to the patients and 
public of England by ensuring that the workforce of today and 
tomorrow has the right numbers, skills, values and behaviours, at 
the right time and in the right place.
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HEE Mandate 

• 2015-2016: Take steps to ensure that training is also 
available so that healthcare staff are competent in the 
recognition of, and response to, acute illness such as 
sepsis as a key factor in preventable mortality.

• 2016-2017: Build on work started in 2015, including 
making available, by August 2016, a specific training 
module for sepsis. HEE will also make 
recommendations on any new materials identified as 
necessary from wider scoping work.

• 2019-2020: Increase awareness of sepsis among 
health and care workers including pharmacists working 
in primary and community settings, health visitors, 
community nurses, and domiciliary and care home 
workers. HEE will also commission projects to fulfil 
specific education and training gaps in antimicrobial 
resistance and sepsis. 

All healthcare staff are competent in the 

recognition of, and response to, sepsis 
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Multi-professional Training: 
Crossing boundaries
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Scoping work

• Highlights numerous examples of 
good practice in relation to sepsis 
education and training.

• Identifies clear gaps in the provision 
of sepsis education and training, 
particularly for:

- healthcare staff working in 
community and primary care 
settings.

- management and executive staff 
within healthcare providers.

- staff in permanent and non-
training roles. 
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Sepsis educational resources

THINK SEPSIS

We worked with a wide range of partners 

and stakeholders to develop the THINK 

SEPSIS programme to help improve 

patients’ outcomes and reduce the 

number of avoidable deaths occurring 

every year. 

This programme offers training to support 

primary care, secondary care and 

paediatrics staff in the prompt recognition 

of sepsis and rapid intervention. 
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Sepsis educational resources
Primary Care

Sepsis in Primary Care 
E-learning package to support 
clinical staff in primary care 
settings in the identification and 
management of sepsis in adults, 
children, elderly, and complex 
issues such as maternity and 
neutropenia.

GP Reception Learning Toolkit

E-Learning course to support 

receptionists in recognising 

specific symptoms that may 

indicate a deteriorating patient, 

including sepsis, and how they 

would consider escalating this to 

a clinician within the 

service/practice in which they 

operate.

RCGP Toolkit

Online toolkit linked to 

all learning resources 

available through a 

designated RCGP 

portal.
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Sepsis educational resources

Secondary Care

Management of the Septic Patient 

This session focuses on the sepsis 

resuscitation care bundle and 

summarises the evidence regarding 

specific management strategies.

Assessment and Differential 

Diagnosis of Sepsis

How to assess a patient with suspected 

sepsis in terms of history, clinical 

examination and investigations and 

recognize the differential diagnoses in 

suspected sepsis both on admission to 

hospital and in hospital.
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Sepsis educational resources
Paediatric settings

Paediatric sepsis podcasts
They explore what sepsis is, the 
complexities of how to recognise and 
manage sepsis, what is different about 
sepsis in children with complex health 
conditions and offers real-world advice and 
guidance on how to manage paediatric 
sepsis.

Sepsis in Paediatrics e-learning

Case based guide aimed at supporting 

clinicians in the recognition and treatment of 

sepsis in children and involves the stories of 

three children, their assessment, experiences 

and treatment
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Sepsis educational resources

Learning Disabilities

Resources for healthcare professionals 

and carers

• A training film that supports healthcare 

professionals and carers in spotting the 

softer signs of deterioration in people 

with a learning disability.

• A podcast on recognising deterioration 

and sepsis amongst people with a 

learning disability, which may also be 

useful for carers. 

Resources for people with a learning 

disability 

• A song to raise awareness and improve 

vigilance to the signs of sepsis.

• A film aimed at people with a learning 

disability who may not be able to 

communicate or verbalise how they are 

feeling.
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Sepsis Leadership

Leadership in Primary Care 

Designed for clinical and non-clinical 

leaders to ensure best practice in 

identifying and managing acute 

deterioration and sepsis. 

Sepsis educational resources

Leadership in Acute Care

Provides specific context for boards to 

understand the clinical priorities within 

healthcare and how executive, non-executive 

and clinical leaders can work together to 

maintain good standards on the quick 

recognition, management and treatment of 

sepsis. 
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• Case studies and reports

• Sepsis educational game

• Blood culture pathway films

• Antibiotic Prescribing films

• Deterioration, NEWS and 

sepsis in care homes e-

learning

Sepsis educational resources

Other 
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Deterioration

• Recognising and managing 

deterioration e-learning for health and 

social care professionals

• Signs of Life - Educational Game 

• NEWS in Primary Care e-learning, 

including a Train the Trainer package

• NEWS in Secondary Care e-learning 

and case studies

• NEWS and Deteroration in Care 

Homes

• NEWS in Mental Health and NEWS in 

Ambulance services e-learning and 

case studies
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For more information on HEE’s work on 

sepsis, please visit our website: 

https://www.hee.nhs.uk/our-work/sepsis-

awareness

Where to find HEE resources

The THINK SEPSIS programme is freely 

available via the e-Learning for Healthcare Hub

https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/sepsis. 
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Thank you

chris.carey1@nhs.net


