
@SepsisUK

Dr Ron Daniels B.E.M.
CEO, UK Sepsis Trust

Vice President, Global Sepsis Alliance
WHO Technical Expert Group

A HEALTH SYSTEMS ISSUE
FROM INFECTION TO RECOVERY



SEPSIS is a life-threatening condition that 
arises when the body’s response
to an infection injures its own tissues and 
organs.
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SOURCES OF INFECTION



J18.0 Bronchopneumonia, unspecified organism

J18.1 Lobar pneumonia, unspecified organism

J18.9 Pneumonia, unspecified organism

K65.0 Generalised peritonitis

L03.9 Cellulitis, unspecified

L03.1 Cellulitis of limb

N39.0 Urinary tract infection

‘MIGHT BE’ SEPSIS CODES



‘MIGHT BE’ SEPSIS CODES

1,700,000

(HES data 2017)
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GLOBAL SEPSIS MORTALITY

Sepsis
11 M

*

Ischaemic
Heart Disease

7.2M

(CDC 2015)

Cancer
9.6M

(WHO 2018)) 

Tobacco
8M

(WHO 2019)

*Rudd K, Lancet 2020

COVID-19: 6.3 M 
(JHU July 2022) 
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A WHOLE SYSTEM ISSUE





NEWS2
Second version, created by Royal 
College of Physicians

NHS recommends ‘Think Sepsis’ 
if total NEWS-2 is 5 or above
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NHS ENGLAND CQUIN DATA
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BARRIERS







SSC 2021













WHAT ABOUT SURVIVORS?
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Around 40% of survivors of sepsis 

suffer at least one of a range of 

physical, cognitive, and 

psychological sequelae.



43% of survivors in one study were 

still not back at work at 

one year.

Poulsen JB, M.ller K, Kehlet H, Perner A. Acta Anaesthesiol Scand. 2009;53(6):724-730





THEIMC.ORG



THEIMC.ORG




