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IN BRITAIN, WE THINK OUR HEALTHCARE SYSTEM IS ONE OF THE
BEST IN THE WORLD, AND WE ARE A SOCIETY THAT VALUES LIFE
AND UPHOLDS HUMAN RIGHTS. YET PEOPLE WITH LEARNING
DISABILITIES ARE STATISTICALLY LIKELY TO DIE 26 YEARS
EARLIER THAN THEIR PEERS, IN MANY CASES FROM CAUSES THAT
ARE AVOIDABLE. FACTORS SUCH AS DELAYS IN DIAGNOSIS AND
TREATMENT, GAPS IN SERVICE PROVISION, BREAKDOWN IN
COMMUNICATION AND ORGANISATIONAL DYSFUNCTION
CONTRIBUTE TO THESE EARLY DEATHS. PREVIOUS REPORTS,
INCLUDING THE CONFIDENTIAL INQUIRY INTO THE PREMATURE
DEATHS OF PEOPLE WITH A LEARNING DISABILITY (CIPOLD,
MARCH 2013) HAVE RECOMMENDED A RANGE OF IMPROVEMENTS
WITHIN THE HEALTHCARE SYSTEM TO ADDRESS THESE HEALTH
INEQUALITIES. SADLY, EVEN THE MOST RECENT REPORTS FROM
THE LEARNING DISABILITY MORTALITY REVIEW (LEDER) WHICH
IS NOW KNOWN AS LEARNING FROM LIVES AND DEATHS,
INDICATES THAT THERE IS MUCH STILL TO DO!
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Areas to consider



The Response

Sepsis information for 

People with a Learning 

Disability - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XM6wLe8u6Q


ROADhitting 
the

Soft signs of 

deterioration -

YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CfIZRfFZj8c&t=3s


https://youtu.be/ryOlrpZsPiY

https://youtu.be/ryOlrpZsPiY


LEDER – LEARNING 
FROM LIVES AND 

DEATHS



Aim

Improve Care

Reduce Health Inequalities

Prevent Premature deaths

Purpose

Deliver local service improvement

Identify good care and areas for improvement

Drive local improvements based on themes emerging from LeDer

Influence national service improvement via action that arises from analysis of LeDer
reviews

It is NOT an investigation or complaints process






