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Key Milestones

• In the last 2 years the sector and government have worked collaboratively to respond to the 
unprecedented challenge of the pandemic and increased levels of demand. 

• We have delivered a number of significant milestones in our response to violence against women and 
girls (VAWG), including domestic abuse (DA). 
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Headline Achievements: 2021 - 2022

• VAWG Call for Evidence completed                 

(receiving 180,000 responses) – 26 March 

2021

• Royal Assent of Domestic Abuse Act 2021                   

– 28 April 2021

• Tackling VAWG Strategy – 21 July 2021

• Expansion of domestic abuse perpetrator 

programmes – August 2021

• Launched the “Enough“ national 

communications campaign – 1 March 2022

• Tackling Domestic Abuse Plan – 30 March 

2022

• National Statement of Expectations and 

VAWG Commissioning Toolkit – 30 March 

2022

• Publication of Supporting Male Victims 

document       – 30 March 2022

• Royal Assent of Marriage and Civil 

Partnership (Minimum Age) Act 2022 –

28 April 2022

• Controlling or Coercive Behaviour 

Statutory Guidance consultation 

completed – 25 June 2022

• Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme 

consultation completed – 2 July 2022

• Publication of Domestic Abuse Act 2021 

Statutory Guidance – 8 July 2022



Interpersonal Abuse Unit
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Headline Achievements: 2021 - 2022

• VAWG Call for Evidence completed (receiving 180,000 responses) – 26 March 2021

• Royal Assent of Domestic Abuse Act 2021 – 28 April 2021

• Publication of Tackling VAWG Strategy – 21 July 2021

• Safe Care At Home (Carers) Review Terms of Reference published – 24 February 2022

• Launched "Enough", a national communications campaign on tackling VAWG – 1 March 

2022, and second phase on the 25th Oct 22

• Publication of Tackling Domestic Abuse Plan – 30 March 2022

• Publication of Supporting Male Victims document – 30 March 2022

• Controlling or Coercive Behaviour Statutory Guidance consultation completed – 25 June 

2022

• Publication of Domestic Abuse Act 2021 Statutory Guidance – 8 July 2022

• Pilot of the Ask for ANI codeword scheme in Jobcentre Plus offices (early 2023).

• Published revised CCB guidance and extend the 2015 offence under the DA Act 2021 

removing the living together requirement



Interpersonal Abuse Unit
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Relevant crime stats, facts and figures
Prevalence of domestic abuse, sexual offences and stalking in the last year for 

adults aged 16 to 59 years, year ending March 2008 to year ending March 2022, 

England and Wales
Percentage of adults that were victims once or more

Prevalence and police recorded crime

• The best available data on the prevalence of DA, 

stalking, rape and sexual assault comes from the Crime 

Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) and shows 

that the prevalence of these crimes has remained 

broadly flat. In 2019/20 the CSEW estimated there 

were 2.3 million victims of DA aged 16 to 74 in the 

last year.

• The number of police recorded crimes for DA have 

increased year on year since 2015/16. The police 

recorded 909,504 domestic abuse-related offences in 

the year to March 2022, an 8% increase from the 

previous year. Domestic abuse accounted for 34% of 

police recorded violence against the person 

offences in the year to March 2022.

Social and economic cost:

• Due to its high prevalence and prolonged period of 

abuse, the total socio-economic costs of domestic 

abuse were estimated at £66 billion for the 1,946,000 

estimated number of victims identified in England and 

Wales within 2016/17 (about £77 billion in 2022/23 

prices). 

Source: Crime Survey for England and Wales * 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
  
  
 
  
  

  

        

              

*Data on DA and stalking are not available for the year ending March 2008 as comparable questions were not included 

in that year.

*Questions on domestic abuse, sexual assault, stalking, and harassment were removed from the survey with the move 

to telephone interviewing due to COVID restrictions from May 2020 . The questions were reinstated for data collection in 
October 2021.
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Domestic Abuse Act 2021

• The passage of our landmark Domestic Abuse Act (2021) last April has defined domestic abuse in law, increased the range of threats that 

can result in criminal justice outcomes, strengthened protection to victims and introduced a wide-ranging legal definition of domestic 

abuse incorporating a range of abuses beyond physical violence, including emotional, coercive or controlling, and economic abuse.

• The Home Office appointed Nicole Jacobs as the new Domestic Abuse Commissioner in 2018, a role which became statutory in 

November 2021 as part of the DA Act. 

• The Act strengthened legislation around acts of controlling or coercive behaviour, as well as widening revenge porn laws and further 

clamping down on the use of the so-called 'rough sex' defence. 

• The Act explicitly recognised children as victims if they see, hear or experience the effects of abuse. It also provided the police with new 

powers including the new civil Domestic Abuse Protection Notice (DAPN) to provide immediate protection following a domestic abuse 

incident, and a new civil Domestic Abuse Protection Order (DAPO) to provide flexible, longer-term protection for victims from all forms of 

domestic abuse.

• We are commencing the remaining provisions in the DA Act with the majority already been implemented. Outstanding provisions 

include Domestic Abuse Protection Orders, extending the controlling or coercive behaviour offence to cover relationships where those 

involved do not live together, and updating guidance for police on the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme. 

• Statutory Guidance to support the Act’s implementation, including the new definition, was published on 8 July, after a consultation which 

closed in September 2021. The police and other organisations have a legal duty to ‘have regard for’ this guidance.
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Tackling Domestic Abuse Plan
The DA Plan was developed to complement the Tackling VAWG Strategy. It shares the same evidence base and key areas of focus:

Prioritising Prevention, Supporting Survivors, Pursuing Perpetrators, and creating A Stronger System.

The Tackling Domestic Abuse Plan invests £230.7 million. This includes over £140 million for supporting victims and over £81 million for 

tackling perpetrators.

Key commitments include:

• Ministry of Justice ringfencing £47.1 million over three years for community-based services supporting victims and survivors of domestic abuse and sexual 

violence.

• Home Office is investing £75 million over three years into tackling domestic abusers, including funding for perpetrator interventions.

• Home Office and the Ministry of Justice offering multi-year awards of funding to organisations supporting victims and survivors of domestic abuse, enabling 

longer-term investment to improve services.

• Funding invested to upskill healthcare professionals, continue to support migrant victims, uplifting funds to children affected by domestic abuse and 

doubling funding for economic abuse.

• Home Office working with the Department for Work and Pensions to trial and, if it is successful, consider a national rollout of the Ask for ANI codeword 

scheme across Jobcentre Plus offices.

• Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy is reviewing the current statutory leave provision for employees experiencing domestic abuse.

• In 2022-23, the Home Office will increase funding for the Children Affected by Domestic Abuse (CADA) Fund to £4.1 million per/annum.

• We are funding Operation Encompass, an innovative scheme that facilitates schools and police working together to provide emotional and practical support to 

children affected by DA. 

We have already delivered a number of commitments including:

✓ Provided a teacher's helpline under Operation Encompass 

✓ Removed the upper age limit for the Crime Survey for England and Wales

✓ Launched the Supporting Migrant Victims Pilot
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Supporting Service Provision

National Statement of Expectations and Commissioning Toolkit

• In March, the Home Office published updated versions of the National Statement of Expectations (NSE) and accompanying VAWG Commissioning Toolkit

which aims to provide clear and consistent guidance for local areas on how to commission effective support services for victims of violence against women and 

girls. 

• We have updated the documents to include perspectives from the 180,000 responses to the VAWG Call for Evidence held in 2021, further emphasis on the 

importance of commissioning ‘by and for’ and specialist services and working with specialist VAWG organisations to understand what services are required at a 

local level; 

Upcoming Funding Competitions

• As part of the Government’s commitment to tackling VAWG we are aiming to allocate up to £8,459,000 to the VAWG Support and Specialist Services 

over two years. This will comprise of both Home Office and Ministry of Justice funding.

• This funding meets a commitment within the VAWG Strategy to provide funding for specialist ‘by and for’ services. ‘By and for’ services are specialist services that 

are led, designed and delivered by and for the users and communities they aim to serve (for example survivors from ethnic minority backgrounds, Deaf and 

disabled victims and LGBT+ victims).

• The Domestic Abuse Commissioner’s early findings mapping report has been considered to inform the design of this competition.

• The application window for this competition opens in November with aims for funding to be mobilised by 1st April 2023

• Funding will be awarded under four components to organisations based and delivering in England and Wales:

1. ‘By and for’ support services

2. Specialist support services

3. National Sexual Violence Support

4. Employers’ engagement 

For more information on this upcoming funding competition, please email IAU-PMO@homeoffice.gov.uk

mailto:IAU-PMO@homeoffice.gov.uk
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Working across Government to tackle VAWG

• The Tackling VAWG Strategy and Tackling DA Plan are cross-Government strategies and contain a large number of commitments that other 

Government departments are responsible for. This is a whole of government response in tackling and preventing VAWG. 

• There are 127 commitments in the VAWG Strategy and DA Plan with commitments sitting across health, justice, transport and culture. 

• Officials work closely with other departments such as Department for Education (DfE) on statutory Relationships, Sex and Health Education 

(RSHE) guidance, which includes content on healthy relationships and VAWG issues, and Department for Housing, Levelling Up and 

Communities on the Supporting Families Programme. In the DA Plan, DfE also committed to establish a system to provide additional support to 

teachers delivering the RSHE curriculum to facilitate better teaching.

• We are working with the Ministry of Justice on a number of important areas, such as the Rape Review, Operation Soteria and the approach to 

funding and commissioning of victims’ services.

• We are also working with the Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport on VAWG-related provisions within the Online Safety Bill.

• We are working to ensure a whole-system approach to domestic abuse, including with Department for Health and Social Care (DHSC) to help 

identify DA cases in healthcare settings, and provide appropriate referrals and support to victims and survivors when they are. In the DA Plan, we 

committed to invest up to £7.5 million on domestic abuse interventions in healthcare.

• The Government has committed to reviewing the existing protections and support for adults at risk of or experiencing abuse in their own 

homes by people providing their care jointly with DHSC.
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The ENOUGH Campaign

Phase one showed promising reach 
and impact 

50% recognition, 70% amongst our target 
audience 

60% took action after seeing the campaign

Media coverage & influencer 
support

Private, public and media partnerships

Phase two of the ENOUGH 
campaign launches in October 
with a focus on encouraging and 
educating on bystander 
intervention.

Objective: To deliver a generational shift in the public’s understanding and tolerance of VAWG by embedding a societal intolerance of abuse and 
empowering bystanders to challenge perpetrators.

Audiences: Bystanders (adults 18-65), Perpetrators and their peers (men 16-39)



11

Questions?

Thank you. 

lakhani-spencerjobshare@homeoffice.gov.uk


