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Session aims

• HMICFRS role in addressing the scale of domestic abuse = 
identifying challenges in the police response to violence against 
women

• What going well?

• Importance of data collection in addressing domestic abuse –
pursual, safeguarding and prevention

• Victims’ experience, needs and ability to engage in criminal 
justice proceedings



Scale of the problem

• Estimated 2.3 million victims of domestic abuse in the year ending March 2020 (CSEW, 

March 2020) , 1.6 million were female.

• 18% of all crimes recorded by the police in year ending March 2022 were domestic abuse 

(DA) related.

• For the year ending March 2021, 73 percent of domestic abuse-related crimes recorded by 

the police had female victims and 27 percent had male victims.

• Year ending March 2022: 925,693 offences (excluding fraud) flagged as DA related, a 9.6% 

increase from year ending March 2021, and a 16.5% increase from year ending March 

2020. 

• Crime Survey for England and Wales - 723,164 violence against the person offences 

flagged as domestic abuse-related; a 15% increase compared with the year ending 

March 2020. 

• May be reflective of the improvements in police recording, but due to not having DA survey 

estimates we cannot be sure whether or not there has also been an increase in DA victims. 



VAWG Home Sec commission

• The police have made significant improvements over the last ten 

years:

• Better identification of repeat victims and tailored responses 

• Greater use of safeguarding measures and support

• Dedicated local and national leaders 

• Better understanding of early intervention and prevention

• Better at risk assessing the needs of victims

• Better at gathering evidence at the scene 

• Greater use of body-worn video to gather evidence



…but more for police to do

• More is needed to keep women and girls safe from harm by 

preventing it happening in the first place. 

• Using the full extent of police powers to tackle perpetrators and 

bring them to justice, and manage known offenders.

• The police need to ensure that protective orders that are in place are 

enforced to the full extent and offenders are managed effectively.

• A better understanding of victims’ needs and what support they 

require while the case progresses through the criminal justice 

system. 



Bringing offenders to justice
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• Recommendations on the need to review high use of outcomes 15 and 16 in both ‘Review of policing domestic abuse during the 

pandemic 2021’ and ‘Police response to violence against women and girls - Final inspection report’.

• HMICFRS raised concerns that 3 in 4 domestic abuse crimes are closed without perpetrator being charged.



Bringing offenders to justice

• 33 arrests per 100 domestic abuse-related crimes in the year ending March 2021 = previous year

• Referrals of suspects of domestic abuse-flagged cases from the police to the Crown Prosecution Service 

(CPS) for a charging decision decreased by 3%, from 79,965 in the year ending March 2020 to 77,812 

in the year ending March 2021, in England and Wales.
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Protective Powers

We made recommendations on increasing and improving use of police protective powers in ‘Police response 

to violence against women and girls - Final inspection report’ and ‘A duty to protect: police use of 

protective measures in cases involving violence against women and girls’
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PEEL – Emerging Themes
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Importance of data

Data gaps remain a challenge

Good data supports better understanding of DA and 

development of policing approaches (single and multi 

agency) – whole system, health based approaches

Our commitment to supporting improved data continues 

through our review of data strands used in inspection



Victims needs and wrap around support
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Summary

• We remain committed to inspecting DA and more widely VAWG

• We will continue to highlight themes, good practice and innovation 

to support improvements

• We will continue to engage with key partners in DA and VAWG to 

strengthen the collective voice for change


