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What do we mean by ‘circular economy’?:

- Resources kept in highest 

productive use as long as 

possible

- Reduction is the bull’s eye



And why do we need it? 

Resource use is responsible for: 

50% of climate emissions 90% of biodiversity loss



We already have all the solutions



But we lack a clear vision and plan 

Source: CCC, 2020, Reducing UK emissions: progress report to Parliament

1. An ambitious target for cutting resource use

2. Plans for specific sectors and materials

3. Binding interim goals



We don’t yet have the right targets…

England’s resources and waste strategy ambitions:

• Additional legally binding targets: 

• 50% household waste recycling by 2020 (missed – 44.4%)

• 65% municipal waste recycling by 2035

• waste minimisation through the Environment Act 

• legally binding deadline missed (October 2022)

• resource efficiency target dropped for now



…and policy development has stalled

• Recycling reforms originally 

due for 2023 will not happen 

until late 2024, if at all

• Waste prevention plan, due in 

2019, still in draft form



Supply chains/business models are not circular

Plastics require:

• DRS, reorientated 

for reuse

• Standardised 

collection

• Standards/labelling

• Refill logistics and 

infrastructure



Supply chains/business models are not circular

Electricals require:

• Better product 

design

• Information, 

guidelines and 

education

• Take back centres, 

special logistics

• Reuse, repair and 

remanufacturing 

centres



Supply chains/business models are not circular

Textiles require:

• Information and 

education

• Reuse and leasing

• Improved take back 

and leasing



Some businesses are getting on with it…

• Carbon reporting drives circularity

• Firms reducing carbon actively 

influence clients and suppliers

• There are growth opportunities in 

circular models, but economic 

benefits are poorly understood

• Supply chain risks are driving 

circular business approaches.



Some businesses are getting on with it…



Some businesses are getting on with it…



Factors driving more circular models



How government can help

• Introduce embodied emissions reporting and circular 

economy statements 

• Standardise emissions accounting

• Stimulate circularity through planning rules

• Strengthen reporting requirements for large public 

contracts



Thank you 


