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Biodiversity Net Gain —

A Transformational Opportunity NATURAL

ENGLAND

Nature People & Places Economy

Opportunity to re-imagine the possibilities of what development can deliver — if
done well



Importance of the Metric

Biodiversity net gain is an approach to development and/or land E'@EHE@[%

management that aims to leave the natural environment in a measurably

better state than beforehand.

The Metric provides that measurable component
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* Is evidence-based - gives confidence and consistency

* Reinforces the mitigation hierarchy

« Values ALL habitats on site & off-site (where needed)

* Encourages ‘local’ delivery linked to local nature priorities

However
* Not a complex ecological model
* Its usage does not replace any existing protections

. Doesdnot replace expertise — outcomes must be ecologically
soun
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The Biodiversity Metric 3.1

FAQ Document
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The Biodiversity Metric 3.1

auditing and accounting for biodiversity
Calculation Tool

Introduction ®

Calculation Tool

Case Studies
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The biodiversity metric 3.0: auditing and accounting for biodiversity
Condition assessment sheets (Excel format)

ISBN 978-1-T8354-T82-1
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. The method for assessing habitat condition is split into three main steps, all of which are
5 = STEP1:C ions before i i

6 =» STEP 2: Choosing the right condition sheet
7 = STEP 3 Using condition sheets

g a condition survey:

a) Surveyors must have access to condition sheets (see Tabs 1-25) and sufficient copies of the
1" These may be either digital or hard copies.
|b) The habitat type of the parcel(s) to be d must be ined before consideration can|
HABITAT DEFINITIONS tab
If habitat type cannot be accurately recorded, for example due to recent felling or intentional sever
12 | condition seore of Gand should he allncated to the hahitat narcel as a nrecaution
3 INSTRUCTIONS | ASSESSMENT PRO FORMA HAEITAT DEAINITIONS SELECTING (]

Condition
Assessment
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Metric Biodiversity Unit Types
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3 Types of Biodiversity Unit;

« Area units e.g. grasslands,
woodlands, green roofs etc
e Linear Units (x2)
» Hedgerows/lines of trees
» Watercourses e.g.
rivers/canals etc

The % BNG requirement
applies to all unit types on site.
Cannot aggregate




Biodiversity Metric Calculations

Baseline calculations based upon Habitat:

Area/Length
Condition

Distinctiveness (auto populated based on habitat
type)
Spatial location

The calculation is normally then repeated for the ‘post-
intervention’ scenario

Also factors in delivery risk (auto populated based on
habitat type)

Baseline deducted from post intervention
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auditing and accounting for biodiversity
Calculation Tool

Open Tool
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Metric Use — Key Process Steps -
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= Project
planning

 Data
collection

» Calculation

* Informing
design and
decisions




Biodiversity Metric — Next Steps
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“The biodiversity metric is to be produced and published by the Secretary of State. The
Secretary of State may from time to time revise and republish the biodiversity metric.
Before publishing or republishing the biodiversity metric the Secretary of State must
consult such persons as the Secretary of State considers appropriate.” Environment Act 2021

« 271 Sept 2022 — end of Defra consultation on SoS metric

« QOctober — January — revisions to metric (not expected to be anything major)
« Late winter/early Spring ‘23 — Publication of the SoS metric

« Update to SoS metric every 3/5 years thereafter (subject to consultation)



What Does Good Look Like?

Baseline —is it accurate? Evidence of deliberate
degradation?

Was the metric completed by a competent person?
Has the mitigation hierarchy been followed?

Is the scheme compliant with the mandatory BNG legal
requirements

Is the scheme plan compliant”? BNG does not ‘trump’ other
requirements

Is correct metric used? - Small Sites Metric only
appropriate for ‘small’ schemes of limited habitat value

Is the ecological outcome viable? Is there a long-term
management plan? Who and how will this be delivered?

Have the metric ‘rules, and ‘principles’ been adhered to
e.g. trading rules

Have additionality requirements been satisfied? —
guidance coming from Defra

Is the scheme developed in accordance with a published
standard e.g. BS 8683
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Top Tips

Consider early — site selection/design stage Eﬂ@g&lﬁ%
» Avoid high nature value sites if possible
» Integrate nature into scheme design

Retain good existing habitat where possible
On or off-site or both? Consider strategy and pros and cons

Deliver local habitat priorities to achieve BNG more easily

Refer to good practice (see CIEEM/IEMA/CIRIA guidance)
& published standards e.g. BS 8683:2021

Access BNG training e.g. CIEEM, LI, RTPI, PAS & FSC



