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Engaging 
Queer People 
of Colour and 

Queer Migrants 
in Sexual 

Health

• Using non-traditional research methods to engage queer 
people of colour and queer migrants

• Developing effective co-production tools to better meet 
the needs of underserved groups

• Upskilling communities to deliver health promotion 
interventions

• Building a legacy and sustainable engagement with 
underserved communities





Sexual Health 
service access 

barriers for 
QPOC 

• A misunderstanding that SH services are not free 

• Concerns SH services will report men to immigration 
services

• A failure to understand service information due to services 
not being available in multi-languages

• Men from some minority ethnic groups are unaware of or 
are not accessing sexual health services because of cultural 
or religious barriers, including perceptions of racism or 
homophobia. 



The MAUREEN Project

PHASE ONE: GENERATING 
COMMUNITY KNOWLEDGE  

PHASE TWO: CO-PRODUCTION OF 
HEALTH PROMOTION 

INTERVENTIONS 

PHASE THREE: MENTORING + 
LEGACY



MAUREEN Project outcomes 

An increase in knowledge of 
MSM’s sexual health service 

needs as undertaken via 
community-based 

knowledge generation.

An increase in community 
and culturally competent 

health promotion materials 
and information as 

undertaken via a community 
co-production process.

A planned and desired 
increase in service level 

uptake as measured through 
SHL’s service level data.

An increase in community 
member’s skills and 

knowledge to undertaken 
HIV and sexual health 

promotion, thereby leaving a 
programme legacy



Phase one
Generating 
community 
knowledge: 
Recruitment 



Gathering 
community 
knowledge 



Seven key issues 

• General health and wellbeing

• Knowledge of NHS services

• Accessing NHS Services

• Testing preferences

• Health education + Information

• Interpersonal relationships

• Experiences of homophobia and 
racism



Co-production outputs: Educational and 
Social Events



Co-production 
outputs: 
Publications 



Co- production outputs: Outreach



Co-production: Blogposts



Love Tank CIC 

TPHC coaching and mentoring offer

March 2023



A Call to 
Action 

• Improve knowledge and access of sexual health 
services for QPOC and Migrants

• Inclusive sexual health education 

• Culturally appropriate clinical care

• Immigration and financial support for migrants

• Development of safe queer spaces

• Further research into the lives and needs of QPOC 
and Migrants



Thank you
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