
CREDIBILITY  |  INTEGRITY  |  QUALITY  |  KNOWLEDGE  |  INSIGHT

Drill Music: Gangs and 
Serious Youth Violence

David Kingsley

National Tackling Gang Crime, Violence and Weapon Crime 
Conference 2026

CREDIBILITY  |  INTEGRITY  |  QUALITY  |  KNOWLEDGE  |  INSIGHT

© Criminology Services Limited 2026 1



What’s on the Agenda?

• Origins and cultural significance of Drill music

• Drill’s connection to gang culture

• Controversies surrounding Drill music

• Use of Drill lyrics in criminal cases

• Broader societal perspectives and initiatives

• Key takeaways and reflections
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Agenda



From Chicago to Brixton: Drill

• Originated in Chicago (c.2010), adapted in the UK

• Arrived in Brixton, early 2010s; spread across London

• Themes: survival, hardship, urban life

• Sound: heavy bass, fast tempos, raw lyrics

• Shaped by grime and road rap

• Platformed marginalised voices via social media
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What Is Drill Music?



Drill Music and Gang Culture

The Streets and the Beats

• Reflects postcode rivalries and territorial
disputes.

• Lyrics often depict real-life events and
conflicts.

• Not all Drill artists are gang-affiliated.

• Highlights systemic issues: poverty,
exclusion, lack of opportunities.
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Digital Amplification of Rivalries

• Social media expands Drill’s audience and reach.

• Platforms like YouTube and TikTok amplify conflicts.

• Police monitor platforms; content is often removed after intelligence is flagged.

• Digital footprints are permanent, fuelling public opinion and tension.

• Online threats act like petrol on a fire, often leading to instant retaliation.

• A tool for visibility but also a catalyst for real-world violence and escalating
rivalries.
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The Role of Social Media



Digga D - 60 Chinged Opps (YouTube)
Lyrics (Genius.com)

• Extreme Violence & Gang Rivalries – Mentions multiple stabbings (“chingings”) and shootings (“bun”),
referencing real conflicts.

• Direct Provocations – Explicitly taunts rivals, escalating tensions.

• Territorial Warfare – Covers disputes across West, North West, and South West London.

• Lack of self-censorship – Explicit, unfiltered portrayal of violence.

• Legal Implications – Lyrics reference real incidents, raising concerns over use as criminal evidence.

• Drill & Reality – Reflects real-life gang culture and cycles of retaliation
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Drill Song Example



• Case Overview: Kacey Boothe was murdered in August 2022 amid an
ongoing dispute between two Hackney gangs—London Fields (ZT) and
Homerton (98’s).

• Convicted Rapper: Drill artist Kammar Henry-Richards (Kay-O) was
found guilty of Boothe’s murder; sentenced to 37 years in January
2025.

• Post-Crime Track: Henry-Richards released Laughing Stock Remix,
boasting about the killing which contained unknown details, aiding the
investigation.
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Case Studies: Drill Music in Criminal Cases



• Case Overview: A recalled rapper named TEN (Jake
Fahri) released music boasting about a schoolboy’s
murder.

• Legal Consequence: Authorities deemed the lyrics a
confession, revoked his license, and sent him back to
prison.

• Debate on Drill Lyrics: Artistic Expression: Supporters
argue drill lyrics use hyperbole and storytelling, not
literal accounts.

• Criminal Evidence: Critics contend that when lyrics
contain specific crime details, they can indicate guilt.

• Ethical Dilemma: Should drill lyrics be viewed as
bravado or legitimate confessions in criminal cases?
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Case Studies: Drill Music in Criminal Cases
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Using Drill for Connection and Change

• IMM Music: Intergenerational projects bridging
older and younger generations.

• The CALM Zone: "This Is Not a Drill" campaign
tackling mental health issues among Gen Z.

• Drill as a medium for dialogue and
understanding.

• Highlights the potential for positive community
impact.
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Positive Initiatives Involving Drill



Art Not Evidence Campaign

Fighting Against Criminalisation of
Art

• Advocates against using Drill lyrics as
evidence in trials.

• Involves academics, legal experts, and
artists.

• Goal: Protect freedom of expression
and prevent racialised policing.

• Focus on contextualising lyrics as
creative, not literal.
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Drill and Society: What Lies Beneath

• Drill reflects systemic issues like poverty, exclusion, and lack of opportunity.

• For outsiders (music industry, arts, etc.), it’s seen as youth culture; for gang-involved individuals, it echoes real-life rivalries
and events.

• Gang-related Drill acts as an accelerant to violence, fuelling cycles of retaliation.

• The “UK Drill iceberg” shows different layers, from mainstream Drill to more extreme forms that reference real world violence
and gang related incidents.

• Risks extend beyond gangs, putting public safety at risk.

• A public health approach is needed that addresses root causes such as poverty, while balancing public safety and
accountability.

• Censorship alone won’t solve the problem; nuanced solutions are required.
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The Broader Picture



What Does Drill Teach Us?

• Drill reflects societal issues but is not the root cause of them.

• Raises complex questions about art, freedom of expression, and public
safety—challenges that are difficult to reconcile.

• Gang-related Drill often acts as an accelerant, intensifying tensions
and fuelling cycles of violence.

• Tackling youth violence requires addressing systemic problems, not
just symptoms (e.g., poverty, environments, and structural inequality).
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Key Takeaways and Reflections
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