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One Step Forward: One Step Back?

• London homicides - 97 (2025) from 107 (2024)

• Knife crime (Nov 2025) = 1,124 incidents (Nov 2024 = 
1,472)

• NHS Hospital admissions in Eng for all assaults/knife 
assaults/bodily force/firearms – fallen by over 50% 
from 2005/6 - 2024/5

• Brit Crime Survey/CSEW says since 2005 – 60% 
reduction in robbery and burglary; and 50% reduction 
in violent crime

• 63% of those living in London think it IS safe

• Fraud – 67% is cyber-enabled

• - 14% of fraud is reported

• London dubbed the “global hub for phone theft”

• 39% of all phone thefts in Europe in London, [Square 
Trade Insurance 2026]

• Phone snatches - 2024 - now 117,211 (MPS FOI – Times 
newspaper)    

• 54% rise in shoplifting (Sir Mark Rowley 2026)  

• 61% of Britons think London unsafe [YouGov Poll 2026]

• Illegal waste-dumping

• Cannabis Farming

• Under-reporting of crime

• Fraud? 
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• Extent and impact of youth violence more serious than many adults realise.
• Children as young as 11 carrying knives ‘for protection’ because they feel 

unsafe    [https://www.gov.uk/government/news/serious-youth-violence-more-far-reaching-than-many-realise]

• Quality of Life issues 
• Perceptions of crime at odds with data

• Perceptional variance of crime in UK – social media?
• Gap between public debate/ reality = social/political problems
• Crime recording again under the spotlight
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One Step Back…?
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Police restructuring and changes

• PCCs to go!
• Fewer Forces – from 43 to 12
• A National Police Service
• A License to Practice
• National Response targets
• League Tables
• Live Facial recognition
• Crack teams to fix failing forces

• Home Sec power to sack CCs.
• Officer Maintenance Grant scrapped
• Recruit from other professions
• National Public Order Commander 
• Crime Analysts for every force + 

Digital Forensics specialists + cyber-
investigations

• An AI Revolution
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• Continued spread across E&W – New gang cities
• Performance data often meaningless for local communities
• Stronger gravitational pull
• More centers of gravity – youth landscape in flux
• Youth landscape ever more precarious and dangerous
• Desperate search for authenticity – move towards the core
• Driven by realisation:

If you are not at the table – you are on the Menu!
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Street Gangs
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…and do connect with us:
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Coming soon… NCGR’s new website

• Dedicated to reducing youth gang 
violence through informed research

• Understanding urban gang culture
• Reducing youth violence
• Influencing government policy

www.NCGR-UK.com
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