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Climate Emergency UK exists to

Equip the council climate movement with the information and 
guidance needed to accelerate place-based climate action and the 
work of local climate campaigns

Data + public accountability = more action



Who we are and what we have done



➔ The Scorecards support greater transparency between local 
government and their residents.

➔ The Scorecards provide a benchmark for council climate action, and 
help with the sharing of best practice.

➔ The Scorecards enable residents to hold their council to account. 

➔ The Scorecards provide the evidence that a statutory duty on climate 
action is needed. 

Scorecards Objectives



June 2025: 2nd Edition Council Climate 
Action Scorecards



How can councils drive down emission?

93 ways!



Our Scorecards Methodology



● 62 UK councils scored over 50%
● Some councils, 56, were able to score over 80% in some sections.

The results from 2025 are…

Type Single 
Tier

District County Northern 
Ireland

Combined 
Authority

Avg Score 43% 35% 39% 23% 51%

Range 13% - 70% 11% - 68% 20% - 64% 13% - 37% 21% - 66%



Section Average % score Highest score Lowest score

Planning 74% 97% 39%

Buildings & Heating 65% 89% 40%

Collab & Engagement 64% 88% 25%

Transport 52% 71% 30%

Gov & Finance 48% 80% 22%

Waste Reduction & Food 46% 80% 13%

Biodiversity 41% 71% 14%

With variation also seen across section



How can councils drive down emission?

93 ways!



E.g Bolton
Bristol
Wigan



E.g Cardiff, Dundee, Angus



E.g Cheshire West 
and Chester
Medway

E.g Leicester, Luton,  Plymouth

E.g Gosport / East Hampshire 



● Funding - for every £200 per capita increase in a council’spending 
power, a 0.8% improvement in its Scorecard performance is observed

● Political will
● Public Engagement
● Climate action and adaption is not a statutory duty

Challenges

Type Single Tier District County Northern 
Ireland

Combined 
Authority

Avg Score 43% 35% 39% 23% 51%

Range 13% - 70% 11% - 68% 20% - 64% 13% - 37% 21% - 66%



● Funding: Climate Bonds, Section 106, Mayoral Authorites 
investment funds

● Political will: see what others are doing in the Scorecards

● Public Engagement: increases council climate action

● Climate action and adaption is not a statutory duty: Devolution 
Bill advocacy and council good climate governance

Solutions



● Use the Scorecards!
○ Scorecards in Action: Buildings & Heating - 24th March

● Accelerating Climate Action Conference: 18th March

● Data packages

What can you do? 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/scorecards-in-action-buildings-and-heating-tickets-1979735793050?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/accelerating-local-climate-action-conference-tickets-1981000291198?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://climateemergency.uk/action-scorecards/#data-packages


2025 Data Packages
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