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Agenda

• What is the Woodland Carbon Code?
• Introduction to the code
• Overview of process
• Impact and benefits of the code
• Eligibility for landowners

• Additionality
• WCC and the Public Sector inc. case 

study.
• Questions

woodlandcarboncode.org.uk
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What is the code?

• UK government-backed standard for 
woodland carbon projects 

• Allows for the generation of ‘carbon credits’
• Credits can be traded in the voluntary carbon 

market 
• Companies can purchase these credits to help 

them work towards net zero
• UK Land Carbon Registry: Transparent projects 

and credits

• Projects independently validated and 
verified

woodlandcarboncode.org.uk
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500 PIUs
0 WCUs

0 PIUs
500 WCUs

Woodland Carbon Code credits:

• Represent one tonne of CO2e

• Two ‘types’:
• Pending Issuance Units (PIUs)
• Woodland Carbon Units (WCUs)
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What are PIUs & WCUs
• Pending Issuance Units

• Promise to deliver in future
• Not guaranteed, helps to compensate for emissions in future
• More than 5 million available
• No offset claim can be made on this
• Legal contract between buyer and seller needed 

• Woodland Carbon Units
• 1 tCO2e less in the atmosphere
• Report against your unavoidable UK emissions
• Less than 1,000 woodland units available
• Offset claim can be made on this
• No legal contract needed

woodlandcarboncode.org.uk
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Process for validation and verification

woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/create-project
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Current market

• Average price in 2024: £27
• Number of units generated range from 

100 units/ha to 500 units/ha
• £3,000-£14,000 at average price
• Recent sale for £125/tCO2

20242023202220212020

277,815345,725213,936246,148251,594Number of units sold

£27£24£19£15£11Average price (PIU)

£62£38£40£28£130Spread of prices (high – low)

woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/uk-carbon-prices
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Impact

• Last year 141 projects were validated to the 
code, covering an area equivalent to 30% of all 
new woodland created in the UK that year.

• Since the code was launched in 2011:

woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/statistics
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Benefits of the code

• Generates high integrity carbon credits
• Permanent contributions to UK greenhouse gas 

removals

• Units can be sold or used to compensate for 
project owners’ own emissions (insetting)

• Biodiversity
• Local employment
• Educational opportunities
• Advantages for farming
• Health and wellbeing

woodlandcarboncode.org.uk
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Eligibility for landowners

• New woodland creation only
• Cannot have been forested in past 25 years
• Can include natural regeneration

• Minimum project size and density
• ≥1ha
• ≥400 stems/hectare

• Project must be ‘additional’
• No legal requirement to plant
• Demonstrate that they would not be viable without 

carbon credit revenue
• Register before work begins on site

woodlandcarboncode.org.uk
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Additionality

Project must be ‘additional’
• No legal requirement to plant
• Demonstrate that they would 

not be viable without carbon 
credit revenue

• Register before work begins on 
site
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Additionality

Project must be ‘additional’

•No legal requirement to 
plant



1313

Additionality

Project must be ‘additional’

•Demonstrate that they 
would not be viable 
without carbon credit 
revenue

woodlandcarboncode.org.uk
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Additionality

Project must be ‘additional’

•Register before work 
begins on site
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Demonstrating how the 
UKWCC can be utilised in 
the public sector with a 

case study.
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Top Tips!

• Understand what the WCC entails over the 
course (time) of a project.

• Make sure the project can be handled under 
one management plan.

• Pick sites >0.1ha in size – this is the minimum 
size for any given location.

• Remember that you have upto 5 years to plant. 
For example; 5 sites under one project. Site 1 
planted at year one. Site 2 planted at year two 
and so on.
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Community Forests Trust 
Manchester

woodlandcarboncode.org.uk/statistics
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Community Forests Trust Manchester

• 8 boroughs, towns and 
cities around Greater 
Manchester.

• Highly distributed and 
large number of 
woodland creation sites.

• Grouped as a single 
project under one 
management.
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Remember!

You can always contact the WCC 
team for help and advice.

info@woodlandcarboncode.org.uk
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Thank you for listening!

leon.debell@forestry.gov.scot

woodlandcarboncode.org.uk


