
It’s About Opportunity and 

Ambition

Clare Kanakides – Director of Operations



Our young generation need our support

4.5m
CHILDREN LIVING 
IN POVERTY IN 
THE UK (2024)

YOUNG PEOPLE ARE NOW 
REPORTED TO BE EXPERIENCING A 

MENTAL HEALTH CONDITION

1 in 4

34%
YOUNG PEOPLE 
REPORTED HIGH OR 
VERY HIGH 
LONELINESS LAST YEAR

YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE HAD TO 
GIVE UP OUT OF SCHOOL 

ACTIVITIES BECAUSE THEY CAN’T 
AFFORD THEM

1.3m

47%
OF CHILDREN ACHIEVE 
RECOMMENDED 60 MIN 
OF PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

OF YOUNG PEOPLE SURVEYED IN 
OUR LATEST REPORT SPEND THE 

MAJORITY OF THEIR FREE TIME ON 
SCREENS

76%

Why we exist?



Youth Zones



Carlisle

Blackburn

Wigan

Wirral

Warrington

Chorley

Wolverhampton

Croydon

Blton

Barnet

Barking &
Dagenham

Oldham

Barnsley

Grimsby

Thurrock

South Bristol

Crewe

Preston

Manchester 
Youth Zone

H

The OnSide Network of Youth Zones

A National Network



What makes an 
OnSide Youth 
Zone unique

OPEN
7 DAYS 
A WEEK

OVER 20
ACTIVITIES
EACH 
SESSION

SKILLED AND
DEDICATED
YOUTH 
WORKERS

STATE-OF-
THE-ART 
FACILITIES

OPEN TO
ALL YOUNG 
PEOPLE

HOT MEALS
FOR £1

TARGETED 
SUPPORT

ENTRY
IS JUST 
50P

State of the art facilities



The difference 
we are making

£221M
FUNDRAISED TO ‘START 
UP’ NEW YOUTH ZONES 
NATIONWIDE

582
YOUTH WORKERS 
AND STAFF TRAINED 
THROUGH OUR 
TALENT ACADEMY

21%
REDUCTION IN SCHOOL 
ABSENTEEISM

£210M
INVESTED IN YOUNG PEOPLE 
THROUGH THE NETWORK

>50K
YOUNG PEOPLE 
SUPPORTED BY YOUTH 
ZONES EVERY YEAR

574K
ENGAGEMENTS BY YOUNG 
PEOPLE ACROSS THE 
NETWORK EACH YEAR

78%
OF YOUNG PEOPLE 
INCREASED OR MAINTAINED 
THEIR MENTAL HEALTH   IN 
2024/25

>£13
SOCIAL RETURN ON 
INVESTMENT FOR EVERY £1 
INVESTED INTO YOUTH ZONES

78%
OF YOUNG PEOPLE INCREASED 
OR MAINTAINED THEIR SELF-

ESTEEM IN 2024/25

79%
OF YOUNG PEOPLE INCREASED 
OR MAINTAINED SELF-
CONFIDENCE IN 2024/25

Impact



Impact

Benefits for the community: ASB and Crime

50%

in

Year 1

13%

in

Year 1 

& 51% 

in 

Year 2

30%

ASB;

40% in 

YP as 

victims 

of 

crime

77% in  

nearby 

park
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Community impact



Local Authority
Provide a central location and proudly 

offer funds to support the

build and running costs of 

each new Youth Zone 

Youth Zone to the area.

Private sector
Generous support 

from businesses and 

philanthropists is

at the heart of every 

Youth Zone project.

Local community
The Youth Zone provides recruitment 

and volunteer opportunities for 

local people as well

as partnership 

opportunities for local 

schools, organisations

and charities.

Young people
Bring the Youth Zone to life with their 

energy, ideas and enthusiam - they help

decide what it will offer 

and even design the brand!

Partnership

The difference 
we are making



9John Puttick Associates



clare.kanakides@onsideyouthzones.org

07732 603030
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