
Innovate, inspire and include 
SEND students in maths education
Inclusive learning proven to work with DreamBox Maths



Welcome, I’m Jonny

A bit of background on me: 

✓ Joined Daisy Education nine years ago, using knowledge from 

previous teaching roles and experience in the EdTech industry to 

understand and support schools’ needs.

✓ For over a decade, Daisy Education has supported 1,600+ schools 

with DreamBox Reading Plus – including many SEND schools and 

supporting SEND students within mainstream schools. 

✓ Now, with the introduction of DreamBox Maths, I’m excited to 

deliver the same impact and ensure all learners can engage and 

succeed in maths.



The rising need for SEND support 

✓ Almost half (46.3%) of students with SEND are assessed as not meeting the expected standard in reading, 
writing and maths (combined) - a further 28.6% are working below the level of assessment in at least                                   
one subject.

✓ Alongside this, the number of SEND students we need to support is also increasing.

✓ The number of students with an EHC plan increased by 11.1% between 2024 and 2025 to 483,000,                                                 
and has doubled since 2016. 

✓ The number of students with SEN support has increased by 3.7% from 2024 to 2025, and by 29.5% since 2016.      

✓ Across our analysis period, students without SEND achieved an average GCSE grade of 5.2 across all subjects,  whilst 
students with any form of SEND achieved an average grade of 2.8 across all subjects.



Current plans for progression 

In its new white paper, the government has 
shared its aims and actions for how it intends to 
improve provisions and progress for SEND 
learners. 

The aim is that children with SEND must be able 
to attend their local mainstream school, and new 
National Inclusion Standards will be created to 
inform best practice in identifying barriers and 
meeting needs.

It is generally agreed that ‘what works for SEND 
students works for all students’.



Maths challenges for SEND learners - from our schools 

Do you agree? What challenges do you face?

“The biggest thing for us is being able to look at data telling 
us where gaps are - particularly for our SEN children. What 

is it that we're missing? What is it we're spending time 
going back over, but actually maybe not going back over 

the right thing?” 

“It's difficult to challenge children in the climate of our 
catchment area. Around half of my class have special needs, 
support plans or EHCPs. This often means that the children 

I'd love to spend time challenging don't get that from me due 
to capacity constraints.”

“The main challenge is human resources. There is only me 
running interventions in a school of 1,400 students. We 
have TAs, but not enough to support all the children.” 

“There’s often an anxiety around 
getting things wrong.” 



Who are we? 
DreamBox Maths is an adaptive, curriculum-aligned online maths programme that helps 
every student build confidence, close gaps and make meaningful progress from KS1-KS3.

The programme includes a range of features that 
benefit SEND students, including: 

✓ Providing personalised support for every student. 

✓ Continuous assessment and reporting identifying 
each gap – while the programme adapts to fill 
them.

✓ Presenting lessons and content in an age-
appropriate, engaging interface – even for 
learners working behind ARE or pre-key stage. 



Provides personalised support for every student

This is beneficial for:

DreamBox Maths responds to students’ strategies in real time, ensuring that each child is working 
at the right level to make progress.

“DreamBox Maths has helped meet the children's needs without 
additional teacher resources. The fact that the learning is 

personalised based on their proficiencies and gaps is great. 

For example, we have this boy up to Year 6 level in algebra, 
but with big gaps in other things – like telling the time. 

The programme having no ceiling is really beneficial because 
you can praise children for the skills they are good at while they 

are still catching up on others.”

Ormskirk Secondary School 

✓  Classes within mainstream schools where SEND and
      non-SEND students simultaneously receive the
      perfect amount of challenge. 

✓  Interventions tailored to each student’s needs.

✓ Classes within special schools to ensure that even
     when everyone is learning at the same level, their
     needs are being met. 



Identifying and closing each gap 
With DreamBox Maths, you don’t need to struggle to discover where your students 
have gaps in knowledge – or where you need to focus your time. 

The programme is continuously collecting data 
on answers, but also thought processes. 

With this information, the programme:
✓ Creates live reports – Easily see exactly where
     students are proficient or missing knowledge in line
     with mathematical domains.

✓ Tailors instruction – DreamBox Maths adapts
     lessons, questions and scaffolds to ensure the right
     support and challenge is provided. 



Engaging, encouraging learning or all
Designed by game developers, DreamBox Maths presents lessons and 
problems in a fun environment helping students look forward to learning. 

Ability-level content is presented in age-appropriate 
exploratory environments that provide encouraging 
support to help students reach the correct answers. 

This benefits SEND learners as:

✓ Those working below ARE or pre-key stage can 
access earlier content without feeling 
stigmatised or disengaged with a ‘childish’ 
interface. 

✓ There is no fear around getting an answer wrong. 

“DreamBox Maths shows maths can be fun - and because it's on a 
computer, there's so much positivity coming from it. 

Children ask to use it more, which you really want for SEN children 
who can find it hard, especially when they're behind their peers. 

The biggest impact is with our nurture group, children in Years 3-6 
working between a Year 1/2 curriculum.

 DreamBox Maths is a way that they know they're making progress, 
but they're not competing against anyone else except themselves. 
It’s amazing for children who are low attaining or lack confidence 

as they can be allowed to explore.”

Reid Street Primary School



• text

See the impact for yourself 
in a free four-week trial!
Try DreamBox Maths with your students to see how it works in action 
before you decide if it’s right for your school. 

Scan the QR code to 
discuss your free trial
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